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evacuated (disembodying katrina)

Jennifer Karmin






for the 1,836 dead
for the 705 missing

for all the survivors






evacuate:

1. to make void, annul, deprive of
force or validity

2. toremove to safer surroundings
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There are certain formulas, word locks, which will lock up
a whole civilization for a thousand years.

William Burroughs, The Job

These poems are based on the text of the speech
President George W. Bush delivered in New Orleans

on September 15, 2005. Every eighth word of the speech
was saved. The rest of the words were evacuated.

(Evacuate has eight letters. Hurricane Katrina took place
in August 2005, the eighth month.)
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Aaaaaaaaaaalice (Flim Forum Press, forthcoming 2009).
She curates the Red Rover Series and is a founding
member of the public art group Anti Gravity Surprise.
Her multidisciplinary projects have been presented at
festivals, artist-run spaces, and on city streets including;:
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Thanks to Marcus Civin who published a selection of
these poems in Disaster issue 3.

Special thanks to Dusie founder Susana Gardner, my
project partner Cathy Wagner, super helper Ashley
Colley, and all the past/present/future members of the
Dusie Kollektiv for continued inspiration.



